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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

. under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claims 16,18,19.22,23,26,27,28.33-35 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Burr (US 2003/0078062) in view of Fredricksson (US 
2004/0023678). 

Consider claim 16. Burr teaches a method for synchronization of mobile stations 
in a radio communication system that is at least partly self-organizing and has mobile 
stations which are situated in reciprocal radio range via an air interface, comprising: 
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transmitting synchronization sequences from at least some of tlie mobile stations 
(Burr see for example paragraphs 13, 31,33); 

using the synchronization sequences from other mobile stations so that each 
mobile station can synchronize itself (Burr see for example figures 1A&B, paragraphs 
34,35). 

Burr lacks a teaching of at least one of the mobile stations transmitting payload 
data with a range that Is less than a range for synchronization sequences transmitted by 
the mobile station. 

Fredricksson teaches an arrangement wherein the range of synchronization and 
payload packets are adjustable and can be adjusted such that the payload data is less 
than the synch data (Fredricksson see for example figures 1A,1B,2, paragraphs 35,36). 
Fredricksson teaches that adjusting the synch range greater than the data range allows 
mobiles to complete synchronization before entering the data area (Fredricksson see 
especially paragraphs 10). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify burr to transmit synch data with a greater range than payload 
data in order to allow mobile to complete synchronization before entering data 
transmission range as taught by Fredricksson. 

As to claim 18, Burr in view of Fredricksson teaches the method according to 
claim 16, wherein the synchronization sequences are transmitted on a dedicated 
synchronization channel (Bun' see especially figures 4, 5, column 5, line 43 - column 6, 
line 18). 
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As to claim 19, Burr in view of Fredricksson teaches the method according to 
claim 16, wherein in order for a mobile station to synchronize itself, the mobile stations 
derives an internal synchronization position, the internal synchronization position being 
derived from synchronization positions detected from the other mobile stations (Burr see 
especially figures 4, 5, column 5, line 43 - column 6, line 18). 

As to claim 22, Burr in view of Fredricksson teaches the method according to 
claim 16, wherein the synchronization sequences are transmitted via bursts which are 
separate from payload data bursts (Burr see especially figures 4, 5, column 5, line 43 - 
column 6, line 18). 

As to claim 23, Burr in view of Fredricksson teaches the method according to 
claim 16, wherein the synchronization sequences are transmitted cyclically or 
periodically (Burr see especially figures 4, 5, column 5, line 43 - column 6, line 18). 

As to claim 26, Burr in view of Fredricksson teaches the method according to 
claim 16, wherein the mobile station uses the synchronization sequences to 
synchronize time slots (Burr see especially figures 4, 5, column 5, line 43 - column 6, 
line 18). 

As to claim 27, Burr in view of Fredricksson teaches the method according to 
claim 16, wherein only one mobile station starts a transmit operation within each time 
slot (Burr see especially figures 4, 5, column 5, line 43 - column 6, line 18). 

As to claim 28. Burr in view of Fredricksson teaches the method according to 
claim 22. wherein the synchronization sequences are transmitted cyclically or 
periodically (Burr see especially figures 4, 5, column 5, line 43 - column 6, line 18). 
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Consider claim 33. Burr teaches a mobile station for a radio communication 
system, which is at least partly self-organizing, comprising: 

a transmitter to: send synchronization sequences with reference to which other 
mobile stations can synchronize themselves (Burr see for example paragraphs 13, 
31.33). 

Burr lacks a teaching of sending payload data with a range that is less than a 
range for the synchronization sequences sent by the mobile station. 

Fredricksson teaches an arrangement wherein the range of synchronization and 
payload packets are adjustable and can be adjusted such that the payload data is less 
than the synch data (Fredricksson see for example figures 1A,1B,2, paragraphs 35,36). 
Fredricksson teaches that adjusting the synch range greater than the data range allows 
mobiles to complete synchronization before entering the data area (Fredrickssor) see 
especially paragraphs 10). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify bunr to transmit synch data with a greater range than payload 
data In order to allow mobile to complete synchronization before entering data 
transmission range as taught by Fredricksson. 

As to claim 34, Burr in view of Fredricksson teaches the mobile station according 
to claim 33, further comprising: a receiver to receive synchronization sequences from 
other mobile stations (Burr see for example paragraphs 13, 31,33). 
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Consider claim 35. Burr teaches a radio communication system ttiat is at least 
partly self-organizing, comprising: a plurality of mobile stations each having a 
transmitter to: send synchronization sequences with reference to which other mobile 
stations can synchronize themselves (Burr see for example paragraphs 13, 31,33), 

Bun* lacks a teaching of sending payload data with a range that is less than a 
range for the synchronization sequences sent by the mobile station. 

Fredricksson teaches an an-angement wherein the range of synchronization and 
payload packets are adjustable and can be adjusted such that the payload data is less 
than the synch data (Fredricksson see for example figures 1A, 1B,2. paragraphs 35,36). 
Fredricksson teaches that adjusting the synch range greater than the data range allows 
mobiles to complete synchronization before entering the data area (Fredricksson see 
especially paragraphs 10). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify burr to transmit synch data with a greater range than payload 
data in order to allow mobile to complete synchronization before entering data 
transmission range as taught by Fredricksson. 

Consider claim 36. Burr teaches a method for synchronization of mobile stations 
in a radio communication system that is at least partly self-organizing and has mobile 
stations which are situated in reciprocal radio range via an air interface, comprising: 

transmitting synchronization sequences from at least some of the mobile stations 

(Burr see for example paragraphs 13, 31,33); 
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using the synchronization sequences from other mobile stations so that each 
mobile station can synchronize Itself (Burr see for example figure 1, paragraphs 34,35). 

Burr lacks a teaching of at least one of the mobile stations transmitting payload 
data with a range that Is less than a range for synchronization sequences transmitted by 
the mobile station. 

Fredricksson teaches an arrangement wherein the range of synchronization and 
payload packets are adjustable and can be adjusted such that the payload data Is less 
than the synch data (Fredricksson see for example figures 1,2, paragrapfis 35,36. note 
that Fredricksson does not require GPS for the method, see for example paragraphs 
8, 10, 13,32 ). Fredricksson teaches that adjusting the synch range greater than the data 
range allows mobiles to complete synchronization before entering the data area 
(Fredricksson see especially paragraphs 10). Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill In the art to modify burr to transmit synch data with a greater range 
than payload data in order to allow mobile to complete synchronization before entering 
data transmission range as taught by Fredricksson. 

4. Claims 1 7,20,21 ,24,25,29,30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Burr in view of Fredricksson and further in view of Larsen (US 
6,785,510). 
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Consider claim 17. Burr in view of Fredricksson teaclies the method according to 
claim 16, wherein the synchronization sequences are part of a data paclcet, which 
candies information. 

Larsen teaches a synch paclcet that contains data regarding quality in order that 
decisions about connection can be made before connection and synchronization 
(Larsen see for example columr) 3, lines 15- column 4, line 15), It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary sicill in the art to modify Bun- in view of Fredricksson to 
include quality data in order allow decisions about connection to be made before 
synchronization as taught by Larsen. 

Consider claim 20. Burr In view of Fredricksson teaches the method according to 
claim 19, but lacks a teaching of wherein when deriving the internal synchronization 
position, the mobile station takes into consideration a quality level of each of the 
detected synchronization positions and/or its preceding synchronization position. 

Larsen teaches a synch packet that contains data regarding quality In order that 
decisions about connection can be made before connection and synchronization 
(Larsen see for example column 3, lines 15- column 4, line 15). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Burr in view of Fredricksson to 
include quality data in order allow decisions about connection to be made before 
synchronization as taught by Larsen. 
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Consider claim 21 . Burr in view of Fredricksson teacfies the method according to 
claim 16, but lacks a teaching of wherein synchronization sequences are transmitted in 
the same burst which also canries the payload data. 

Larsen teaches a synch packet that contains data regarding quality in order that 
decisions about connection can be made before connection and synchronization 
(Larsen see for example column 3, lines 15 - column 4, line 15). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Bun' in view of Fredricksson to 
include quality data in order allow decisions about connection to be made before 
synchronization as taught by Larsen. 

Consider claim 24. Burr in view of Fredricksson teaches the method according to 
claim 16, but lacks a teaching of wherein the mobile stations transmit a quality level of 
their synchronization together with the synchronization sequences in order to improve 
synchronization. 

Larsen teaches a synch packet that contains data regarding quality in order that 
decisions about connection can be made before connection and synchronization 
(Larsen see for example column 3, lines 15- column 4, line 15). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Burr in view of Fredricksson to 
include quality data in order allow decisions about connection to be made before 
synchronization as taught by Larsen. 

Consider claim 25. Burr in view of Fredricksson and Larsen teaches the method 
according to claim 24, wherein the synchronization sequences are transmitted via 
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bursts which are separate from payload data bursts (Burr see especially figures 4, 5, 
column 5, line 43 - column 6, line 18). 

Consider claim 29. Burr in view of Fredricl<sson teaches the method according to 
claim 28, but lacks a teaching of wherein the mobile stations transmit a quality level of 
their synchronization together with the synchronization sequences in order to Improve 
synchronization. 

Larsen teaches a synch packet that contains data regarding quality in order that 
decisions about connection can be made before connection and synchronization 
(Larsen see for example column 3, lines 15- column 4, line 15). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art to modify Burr in view of Fredricksson to 
include quality data in order allow decisions about connection to be made before 
synchronization as taught by Larsen. 

Consider claim 30. Burr in view of Fredricksson and Larsen teaches the method 
according to claim 29, wherein the synchronization sequences are transmitted via 
bursts which are separate from payload data bursts (Bun" see especially figures 4, 5, 
column 5, line 43 - column 6, line 18). 

Consider claim 31. Burr In view of Fredricksson and Larsen teaches the method 
according to claim 30, wherein the mobile station uses the synchronization sequences 
to synchronize time slots (Burr see especially figures 4, 5, column 5, line 43 - column 6, 
line 18). 
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Consider claim 32. Burr in view of Fredricksson and Larsen teaches tlie metliod 
according to claim 31 , wherein only one mobile station starts a transmit operation within 
each time slot (Burr see especially figures 4, 5, column 5, line 43 - column 6, line 18). 

Response to Amendment 
5. Applicant's arguments filed July 19, 2007 have been fully considered but 

they are not persuasive. 

Note that since the wrong patent number had been cited in the previous action 
and the examiner had agreed by telephone to re-mail and re-start, this action is not 
being made final. 

Applicant argues that the cited Burr is directed to a mobile device, not a method, 
however as shown in the above rejections, Burr's device, as modified in the rejections 
would perform the method as claimed. 

Applicant also argues that the rejection cannot cite both prior art figures 1 A&B 
and paragraphs detailing Burr's invention. However Burr's prior art drawings present 
the overview of the environment in which Burr's invention is applied, see for example 
paragraphs 21 and 27. 

Applicant argues that Fredricksson's synchronization range is due to the use of 
GPS, however Fredricksson clearly states that GPS is not required for the invention, as 
noted in the rejection of claim 36 above. It is further noted that the GPS time is merely 
the source of the master time generation system, not the cause of the difference in 
reception area. 
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Conclusion 

6. The text of those sections oif Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip J Sobutka whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7887. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Matthew D. Anderson can be reached on 571-272-4177. 

8. The central fax phone number for thie Office is 571-273-8300. 

Most facsimile-transmitted patent application related correspondence is 
required to be sent to the Central FAX Number. 

CENTRALIZED DELIVERY POLICY: For patent related correspondence, 
hand carry deliveries must be made to the Customer Service Window (now 
located at the Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 
22314), and facsimile transmissions must be sent to the Central FAX 
number, unless an exception applies. For example, if the examiner has 
rejected claims in a regular U.S. patent application, and the reply to the 
examiner's Office action is desired to be transmitted by facsimile rather 
than mailed, the reply must be sent to the Central FAX Number. 

9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to ttie Private PAIR system, contact ttie Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



Philip Sobutka 
(571)272-7887 
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12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct,uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




PATENT 



Philip J Sobutl^a 



(571)272-7887 



